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LY nFoRmMATION

Lamy often called in, 25 supposed experr on foren-
sic mracters, relared ro lacks and keys. The con-
saltancy is very often quire challenging and purs
me in coneact with really unusual characrers,

Here is'a story | would like o share with
my Fellow locksmiths from Europe.

Some years ago 1 was called in by a prosecu-
tor. well known to me. He asked if'T was interesr-
ed 10 join a police squad during a forced entry in
the house of a suspect lockpicker, mre. R. 2

You may imagine my answer and so | was
arrending the “break in”.

In-the apartmeént we found noching of rel-
evanee, bur chen we wenr downseais in the

garage; a box was rented to the suspecr.

We forced open the meral door and T-was
intraduced in'a sort of Aladdin cave of 4 mas-
ter locksmith (see picture above on left); the
facr thathe was a cn'mmal [cq,vcs. nu[hing oo
the comperency and skills,

A very wide array of tools, most hand
made, was duly photographed and record-
ed. All was impounded and [ took the spoils
ar home. It ook abouta week ro classify the
teols and make some assumprion about the
way of use.

- R

The key holder

A particularly astractive items was a key hold-
er, with some pwenty kevs hanging, of differ-
ent types (see picrure above on right),

Each key had a self sticking label, with a
sort of crypro code. UFFASS was decoded as
Insurance Office {Tralian - ufficio assicurazi-
oni)and a-quick search by the prosecuror re-
vealed thar a nearby office lock was readvito be
compromised.

Another key has che label PTMS; it ook
some time to- decode the meaning: bur then
the prosecutor senta car parrol with two
Carabinieri to the Post and Telegraph office
of Massa Carrara (car licence plare MS), a ciry
abour 300 kin' away from whene we were. Ina
few houss we got the confirmation call from
the Carabinieri: the key was acrually able to
open the post effice armoured door!

In mean time, the prosecuror old me
why he caughe the suspece: 2 gang of robbers
was able o enver & bank branch fromi the rear
door, using a very well miade kev. The gang
chief told the prosecuror the ke wis made by
g specialise locksmith, working for the under-
ground werld.

The devil makes the pots
but not the lids

The locksmith was brought in fronr of the
courcand indicted for having cooperated in
a bank robbery, not for making illegal kevs,
as such an activity in Iraly is notagainst the
law; law punishes the iEEL‘g.ll use, not the illegal
manufacture!

As expert wirness, 1 described in dexails,
with eolour pictures and demos, the use of the
impounded tools. Evenrually, the "genteman’
was sentenced to 8 months in jail.

When thie colire was in seision, to issue the
judgment, every body was waiting, R.E induded.

He was so kind 1o appm:wh me .md oex-
plain chac my illustration ro the court wis not
bud (1appreciated the compliment!), but the
way of use of some tools was not r‘t,‘acdy homw
I supposed; | thanked him profusely for iny-
prn-.-in:_r my forensic abilioy,

Ar judgement end, 1 asked the court nocwo
deserov the tools, bur to et mie keep thens, as
rraining rools for future expertises: the court
agreed o my requese.

The mystery key
Among the impounded irems, was an cxqui-
sitely made safelock key. of the vpe used 1o




lock vault doars. It was obviously a key ready
for use somewhere (see v28g),

Being unable to pinpoine the vaulr, I ook
the opportunity of 2 national bankers conven-
tion, w show up an enlarged view of the key and
to ask all arending people if some alarm may
ring, pinpointing the operating area of R, P

Two weeks later I was told the correspond-
ing lock had been identified and police was in-
vestigating,

Bur our history is far from che end.

More activity

Abour one year later I was on holiday in
Narthern Iraly. The local aewspaper gave am-
pl space to a very interesting news: a crimi-
nal, namely R. ', was caughe by a patrolling

police car, during a complex key impression-
ing exercise, on the rear door of a post office.

Being a relapsed criminal, this time the
sentence was much longer, abour two years,
Of course, if you behave well in jail, the sen-
tenice is appreciably shorter and therefore R, P
wasagain free after abour one year.

Mot yet tired
Later on, newspapers published # story abour
awell know criminal locksmith, now 60 year
old (would you believe it was our friend R. ),
being atrested for the third ime, in Southern
lealy. during a lock picking exercise in front of
asupermarker safe.

I do not know the acrual sentence, bur |
hope will be farever!
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